
                             

                                                                                          
 
 
 
TO:  All Ground Team Members 
FROM: SM Donald Pond, Safety Officer 
RE:  Helicopter Landing Zone Safety  
DATE:  29 September 2006 

Safety Procedure SO-06-005 

 

The following are some safety action plans that need to be followed when our ground 
teams are responsible for providing helicopter Landing Zone (LZ) Operations.  The 
Landing Zone will be established as quickly but safely as possible.  The rules of “The 
Golden Hour of Trauma” apply. 
 
A special note regarding our initial response area in Southeastern PA.  This operation will 
be primarily provided by local fire department and/or Emergency Medical Services 
personnel.  But, in remote locations, where Fire / EMS resources cannot support this 
function, our ground teams may be charged with the responsibility to establish a landing 
zone.  The Mission Safety Officer (MSO), in coordination with the Incident Commander 
will see that the landing zone will be set up. For more information regarding the CAP 
Landing Zone Protocols, refer to Chapter 11, page 84 – 88 of the Ground Team Member 

& Leader Reference Text.  The Squadron’s Emergency Services Officer is responsible 
for implementing and maintaining training qualifications of ground team members 
involved with this operation.   
 
The following are areas that are to be part of the safety action plan: 
1). Landing zone minimum dimensions. 
 -  60’ X 60’ area is the minimum.  Remember, the larger the LZ area from the  
               minimum requirements, the better. (See figure 1). 
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2). Site Obstructions 
 - The Mission Safety Officer is responsible to see that the LZ is walked and  
               checked for debris and to look for obstructions outward in all directions from  
               the LZ to about 150’.  (See figure 2).  These obstructions must  
               be noted and communicated by radio to the in bound flight crew prior to their  
               arrival. The MSO is responsible for giving report to the in bound flight  
               crew via radio. Here is an example of a Landing Zone radio report: 
               
              MSO:   
                   “Pennstar {or Medevac 1} this is Penncap 000.   Report to follow on the  

                     landing zone.  You have a cleared landing zone of 60’ by 60’ grassy leveled  

                     field with the four corners clearly marked. There is an abandoned 45’ high  

                     telephone pole with no wires present at approximately 200’ from the  

                     southwest corner of the landing zone.  The area approximately 250’outside  

                     of the landing zone to the east has a grove of trees about 25’ high.  The rest  

                     of the area around the landing zone is free of obstructions with no ground  

                     winds detected OVER”.   

                      
Patient care info can be relayed at this time if requested by the flight crew.  
 
  Additionally, upon their arrival, trauma flight pilots always make a banking 360   
  degree turn at a safe altitude over the LZ to perform a visual inspection of the LZ   
  from their perspective.  At this point the pilot will decide if they will make their  
  final approach and descend onto the LZ.  
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3). Approaching the helicopter on a slope 
 - This can be very dangerous. Stay alert.  Wait for the flight crew to direct our  
               team to approach the helicopter.  
 - Team to approach the helicopter from the front.  
 



                            Source: Civil Air Patrol - Ground Team Member & Leader Reference Text. April 2003 
4). Helicopter danger areas 
   -   Stay clear of noted danger areas. Again, the helicopter flight crew will direct  
                 our teams when in this area.   
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5). Additional Information 
 -     Like any flight line operation, all personnel will secure loose items on their  
                  person and no caps will be worn.  All loose equipment within a 150’ of the  

      LZ must be secured.  BE AWARE OF ROTOR WASH. 
- Only personnel involved in patient(s) care and assisting in transporting the 

patient(s) are allowed in the LZ. The MSO will oversee LZ safety.  Once the 
helicopter has landed, the helicopter flight crew will be in charge of all 
personnel in and around the helicopter.   

- No smoking or open fires near the LZ. 
 

 


